


Passive voice and active voice: What are they?
Video 1 Transcript
Hi. This is Grace Larkin from Academic Skills. In this video, we look at passive voice and active voice to understand what they are.
To understand what we mean by passive voice and active voice, let’s look at some sentences. 
Sentence 1: “The study uses interviews and surveys.”
In this sentence, ‘uses’ is the main verb. It is the action. In this sentence, the verb ‘uses’ is in present simple tense.    
But who did the action? Who uses? 
Answer: ‘The study’. We sometimes call this the agent. The agent is the person or thing doing the action.      
Now, what did the study use? 
Answer: ‘Interviews and surveys’. We sometimes call this the receiver. It is the person or thing that receives the action. The action happens to the receiver.   
This sentence is in active voice.     

Now, let’s look at another sentence. 
Sentence 2: “Interviews and surveys are used”
You can see that the meaning of the sentence has not changed, but the structure is different. 
In this sentence, where is the verb? 
Answer: It’s ‘are used’.     
This is made up of the auxiliary, or helping verb ‘be’—in this case ‘are’—plus the past participle of the verb ‘use,’ [which is] ‘used’.     
You can think of the past participle like the third form of the verb. Let’s think of some other examples. 
· Sing, sang, sung. 
· Go, went, gone. 
· Drink, drank, drunk. 
· Walk, walked, walked. 
· Use, used, used. 
It’s the third form of the verb.  
Now, where is the receiver (the person or thing receiving the action)? 
Answer: ‘Interviews and surveys’.    
What about the agent? (The person or thing doing the action)? 
Answer: It’s not there. 
However, I can guess it is ‘the study’ or even ‘the researchers.’ I can add the agent to the end of the sentence by saying ‘by the study’. But this is optional.    
This sentence is passive voice. 

So, we’ve looked at the basic structure of a passive sentence and how that compares to a sentence in active voice in English. 
We hope this will help you to begin to identify these structures and notice how they’re used in the academic texts you read.
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