


When should we use active voice in academic writing?
Video 2 Transcript 
Hi, this is Grace Larkin from Academic Skills. In this video, we look at when we should use active voice in academic writing. 
In academic writing, we should aim to use active voice most of the time. This is because... 
Firstly, active voice tends to be easier to read and less wordy. Let’s look at an example: 
“Consent to participate in the research project was given by the participants.”
We can see that this sentence is a bit wordy. We know is passive voice because we can see the verb be and the past participle given. We can also see the agent is here – ‘by the participants’. So it must be passive voice. Let’s write this again in active voice. Start with the agent – ‘participants’. 
“Participants consented to participate in the research project.”
You can see that this sentence is shorter and less wordy. We know this is active voice because we have the agent participants at the start, and the main verb consented. We might notice that we no longer need ‘was given’ as we can simply say the participants consented. 
Another reason we aim to use active voice most of the time is that the reader can understand who or what is doing the action and, therefore, who or what is responsible. Let’s look at two examples:
“In 2010, oil was spilled in the Gulf of Mexico.”
In this sentence, who or what spilled the oil? Who was responsible for this? We don’t know. This sentence is passive voice. We know it is passive voice because we have be plus tehe past participle spilled, and we don’t know who did the action. Let’s compare it to an active voice sentence. 
“In 2010, an oil rig leased by BP spilled oil in the Gulf of Mexico.” 
In this sentence, we can clearly understand who and what was responsible. The oil came from the rig and BP was responsible. This sentence is active voice. We know it is active voice because we can see the agent at the start and the main verb spilled. 
So remember, in academic writing, use active voice most of the time. Active voice is easier to read and less wordy and it helps your reader understand who or what is doing the action. Active voice shows responsibility. 
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